
The American Psychological Association’s Interference with U.S. Military Capability 

 

We the undersigned, together having more than 990 years of military service, wish to bring to your 

attention actions taken by the American Psychological Association (APA) that threaten the important role 

that military psychologists have played in supporting the Department of Defense’s (DoD) interrogation 

and detention operations.   

 

For more than ten years, trained doctoral psychologists have provided staff support to these operations.  

Their support has assisted in reducing abuse to detainees and, at the same time, producing valuable 

intelligence for our country.  By bringing their specialized knowledge of human behavior to assist 

commanders, DoD’s psychologists played a critical role helping commanders carry out guidance that 

detainees be treated in accordance with Common Article III of the Geneva Conventions. 

 

Effective use of psychologists in these critical roles is independently documented in: 

 Review of Department Compliance with President’s Executive Order on Detainee Conditions of 

Confinement, (Walsh Report, February, 2009), pages 59-60. 

 

 Assessment of Detainee Medical Operations for OEF, GTMO, and OIF, (Martinez-Lopez Report, 

April, 2005), pages 1-8 and 18-12. 

This important support is now being threatened by persons operating under the belief, contradicted by 

numerous studies and reports, that military psychologists support the abuse of detainees in US custody.  

This belief has been asserted repeatedly in the press, in statements from APA leaders, and, most recently, 

in a purportedly objective but clearly one-sided report (the “Hoffman report”) commissioned by the APA. 

Cumulatively, these materials imply that service members and civil servants who participate in any 

fashion in the interrogation of detainees are violating human rights and should be sanctioned.  Our men 

and women in uniform, and their civilian counterparts, deserve better. 

 

On August 7, this campaign culminated in a vote by the APA’s Council of Representatives to, among 

other things, prohibit psychologists’ involvement in any form of military national security interrogations
1
.  

This vote threatens a resource that is critical to the intelligence collection process.  For DoD psychologists 

who wish to continue serving their country, it means that they would have to withdraw from their 

profession’s primary professional association or accept its formal disapproval of their service as unethical. 

There are currently many active duty psychologists who have to make that decision.  

 

We ask your help in preventing this result.  Specifically, we ask your support by: 

 Contacting the President of the APA to voice your concern about the Council’s action; 

 Requesting the appropriate Congressional committees to review the Hoffman report and, if they 

conclude as we have that it egregiously distorts the facts about the role of psychologists in 

interrogations and about how those interrogations are now conducted, to issue a report to that 

effect; and 

 Requesting the appropriate Congressional committees to invite APA representatives to appear 

before them to explain the APA’s actions and discuss its impact on national security activities.   

Signed: 

 

                                                      
1
 For the purposes of this policy statement, “national security interrogations” refer to the interrogation of any 

detainee in the custody of any agency or subsidiary agency that reports to the Director of National Intelligence, the 

Secretary of Defense, the Director of Homeland Security, or the National Security Council, including joint elements 

such as the High-Value Detainee Interrogation Group. This also includes any operations by those agencies with any 

allied governments or non-state actors, including private contractors. This does not include those detainees held 

under domestic law enforcement where Miranda Rights and the U.S. Constitution apply. 



Very respectfully,  

 

 

L. Morgan Banks, Ph.D. Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, Medical Service Corps (Clinical 

Psychologist), 37 years of military service, Resident of North Carolina. 

 

David G. Bolgiano, J.D., M.S.S., Lieutenant Colonel, US Air Force (Ret.) Judge Advocate, 23 years of 

military service (Army and US Air Force), Resident of Delaware. 

 

William G. Boykin, Lieutenant General, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, Infantry, 36 years of military 

service, Resident of Virginia. 

 

Edward Boyle, B.A., M.A., Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Logistics, 28 years of military service, 

Resident of Illinois. 

 

John C. Chin, Ph.D., Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Clinical Psychologist), 

30 Years of Service, Resident of North Carolina. 

 

Debra Dunivin, Ph.D., ABPP, Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Clinical Psychologist), 

20 Years of Service, Resident of Washington, DC. 

 

Preston L. Funkhouser, M.A. (International Terrorism), Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Military Intelligence, 

28 years of military service, Resident of Idaho. 

 

John J. Galland, Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, 23 years of military experience, Resident of 

North Carolina. 

 

Carroll H. Greene, III, Ph.D. ABPP, Colonel US Air Force (Ret.), Air Force Special Operations, Clinical 

Psychologist, 25 Years of military service, Resident of North Carolina.  

 

David Gross, Chief Warrant Officer 4, US Army (Ret.), Aviation, 30 years of military service. 

 

Herbert M. Gupton, Ph.D., ABBP, Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Clinical 

Psychologist), 33 years of military service, Resident of Hawaii. 

 

Gary Harrell, Major General, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, 34 years of military service, Resident of 

Tennessee. 

 

James L. Holloway, Jr. Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, 30 years of military service, Honorary 

Colonel of the Special Forces Regiment, Resident of Tennessee. 

 

Wade Y. Ishimoto, M.A., Captain, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces and Military Intelligence, Senior 

Executive Service, Department of Defense and Department of the Navy, 28 years of military and 

government service, Resident of Virginia. 

 

Larry James, Ph.D., ABPP, Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Clinical Psychologist), 26 

years of military service, Resident of Ohio. 

 

Gary W. Keeney, B.S., Master Sergeant, US Army (Ret.), Field Artillery and Infantry, 20 years of 

military service. 

 

Kevin Kotowski, Sergeant Major, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, 20 years of military service, Resident 

of Virginia.  

 



Richard J. Lacoma, Major, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, 28 years of military service, Resident of 

North Carolina. 

 

Gregory B. Laskow, Ph.D., Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Counseling Psychologist), 

23 years of military service, Clinical Psychology Consultant to the Army Surgeon General, Resident of 

North Carolina. 

 

Ernie Lenz, Ph.D. M.P.H., Colonel, US Army (Ret.) Medical Service Corps (Clinical Psychologist), 

Special Forces, 37 years of military service, Resident of Texas. 

 

Larry K. Lewis, Ph.D., Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Clinical Psychologist), 24 years 

of military service, Resident of Maryland. 

 

Andy Milani, Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Aviation, 28 years of military service, Resident of Florida. 

 

Thomas Lee Miller, Colonel, US Army (Ret.) Military Intelligence, 28 years of Service, Resident of 

North Carolina. 

 

Hector Pagan, Brigadier General, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, 30 years of military service, Resident 

of Florida. 

 

James M. Patterson, B.A., J.D. LL.M., Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Judge Advocate, 36 years of military 

service, Resident of Alabama.    

 

W. Hays Parks, B.A., J.D., Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Ret.), Judge Advocate, Infantry, 31 

years of military service, Resident of Virginia. 

 

Kathy Platoni, Psy.D., DAAPM, FAIS, Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Clinical 

Psychologist), 34 years of military service, Former Army Reserve Psychology Consultant, currently Chief 

Psychologist, Ohio Military Reserve, Resident of Ohio. 

 

Mark A. Popelka, Master Sergeant, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, 24 years of military service, 

Resident of North Carolina. 

 

Andrew H. Ryan, Ph.D., Senior Executive Service, US Navy/NCIS 2007 to 2012, Chief Psychologist, 

DoD Polygraph Institute 1999 to 2007, Director of Research, 20 years of DoD service, 3 years of DoJ 

service, resident of Virginia. 

 

Kyle Siegel, B.A., J.D., Lieutenant Colonel, US Air Force and US Marine Corps, Judge Advocate, 25 

years of military service (USMC and USAF combined), Resident of Connecticut. 

 

Edwin K. Smith, III, M.S., L.M., Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Special Forces, 21 years of 

military service, Resident of Florida. 

 

G. John Taylor, J.D., LL.M., Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Judge Advocate,  22 years of military 

service, Resident of Georgia. 

 

Michael Trevett, M.A., M.S., Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), 30 years of military service, Resident 

of Florida. 

 

William L. Wilson, Ph.D., Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Armor, Special Forces, Medical Service Corps 

(Clinical Psychologist), 29 years of military service, Resident of North Carolina. 

 



Kristin K. Woolley, Ph.D. ABPP, Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Clinical 

Psychologist), 23 years of service, Resident of North Carolina. 

 

Diane M. Zierhoffer, Ph.D., Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Medical Service Corps (Clinical 

Psychologist), 27 years of service, Resident of Virginia. 

 


